in our previous episodes...

CANADIAN AERODYNAMICIST GERALD BULL TAKES HIS CHILDHOOD DREAM OF
BUILDING THE WORLD’S BIGGEST GUN TO BARBADOS, WHERE THE US AND CANADIAN
GOVERNMENTS COMMISSION A SUPERGUN CAPABLE OF FIRING PAYLOADS INTO SPACE...

WHILE IN IRAQ, A CIA-SPONSORED BA’ATHIST COUP CULMINATES IN THE EXECUTION
OF GENERAL ABDUL KARIM QASIM. AFTER HIS DEATH, RUMORS CIRCULATE IN BAGHDAD
THAT HIS FACE CAN BE SEEN ON THE MOON. ONLY FIVE YEARS EARLIER, IN THE AGENCY’S
FIRST ATTEMPT TO DEPOSE THE IRAQI PRESIDENT, THE HIRED GUNMAN—SADDAM
HUSSEIN—LOST HIS NERVE AND MISFIRED.

DR. BULL’S EXPERIMENTS IN THE CARIBBEAN ARE MOTHBALLED IN 1972, BUT HIS FINDINGS
RESURFACE A DECADE LATER WHEN PRESIDENT REAGAN DEVELOPS THE STRATEGIC
DEFENSE INITIATIVE AGAINST SOVIET MISSILE ATTACK, AKA STAR WARS.

On July 22, 2003, the US Army descended on a house in Mosul where Saddam
Hussein’s sons Uday and Qusay were believed to be hiding. At large since the
beginning of the American-led invasion that March, the brothers would
be dead by the end of the ensuing four-hour gunfight.

In his last moments, did Uday think to compare his situation with the
opening scene of one of his favorite films? Did he believe he was fighting with
the good guys, or against them? Uday had had a storied past in his father’s Iraq.
He’d graduated top of his class at Baghdad University in 1984, only to be banished
to Switzerland four years later. He’d killed his father’s personal valet and food
taster—Kamal Gegeo had introduced Saddam to a younger woman, an insult to
Uday’s mother. Uday also feared Gegeo would trump him as his father’s successor.

As the American troops poured into the safe
house and he took his last breath, did Uday
expect a towering black-clad figure to enter the
room and survey the situation, like in that
famous image he’d seen on a movie screen twentyfive years earlier?

The first Iraqi screening of Star Wars most likely
took place in March of 1980, nearly three years
after its original US release, at a private event
attended by Saddam Hussein and his fifteen-yearold son Uday in the auditorium of Ba’ath Party
Headquarters in Baghdad, six months before the
beginning of the Iran-Iraq War.

Early in the movie, the young hero Luke Skywalker watches two suns set on the
planet of Tatooine, wistfully contemplating his destiny after his uncle has
rebuffed his dream of being a pilot.

Did Uday, like every other boy of his generation, ever recreate that scene in his
mind—standing outside his parents’ house, the sun setting in the background,
waiting for the future?

In 1995 Uday formed the Fedayeen Saddam, an Iraqi
paramilitary organization. Numbering some 40,000
at its height, the group was responsible for
assassinations and intimidation. It also participated in smuggling and other illegal activities
along Iraq’s borders, which eventually led
Saddam to transfer command of the militia to
his youngest son, Qusay—but not before Uday
presented his father with a prototype for the
defining element of the Fedayeen uniform,
a helmet that was an exact replica of
Darth Vader’s.

The helmet was to be accompanied by a black shirt,
trousers and ski-mask, to conceal soldiers’ faces.
On its side a rubber insignia featured Saddam’s
face in profile, surrounded by the words: The Lord,
The Homeland, The Leader. During the 2003 invasion, the Fedayeen resisted Coalition Forces even
after the last ranks of the Iraqi Army had fallen.
American soldiers spoke of the stunning and surreal experience of fighting the uniformed band.

On August 8, 1989, Saddam Hussein inaugurated the Victory Arch, a monument
he conceived to commemorate Iraq’s victory over Iran. Giant bronze casts of
his hands wield the swords of Qadisiyya, which belonged to Sa’ad ibn Abi
WaqQas, commander of the army that defeated the Persians in 636 AD. The
swords, cast in steel melted down from the weapons of slain Iraqis, rise above
the helmets of vanquished Iranians, which cascade around the base of each
hand. During the opening ceremony, Saddam rode through the arch on a white
horse, in allusion to the martyr whose death, on a white horse at the hands
of the son of Sa’ad ibn Abi Waqqas, begaT the rift between Shia and Sunni
Muslims. On the invitation card for the inauguration, Saddam proclaimed:
“The worst condition is for a person to pass under a sword which is not his
own or to be forced down a road which is not willed by him.”

AFTER BAGHDAD FELL IN APRIL 2003, US SOLDIERS FOUND PAINTINGS IN ONE OF SADDAM’S
PALACES, INCLUDING THE ICONIC KING DRAGOn BY AMERICAN FANTASY ARTIST ROWENA
MORRILL. HER FRIEND AND FELLOW SCI-FI ILLUSTRATOR BORIS VALLEJO, CO-AUTHOR OF
THE ART OF ROWENA, CREATED THIS POSTER FOR THE 1980 STAR WARS SEQUEL. IN ITS
CLIMACTIC SCENE, THE EMPIRE STRIKES BACK REVEALS THE FATHER-SON CONNECTION
BETWEEN VILLAIN DARTH VADER AND HERO LUKE SKYWALKER, AND IN 1991, ON THE EVE OF
THE FIRST GULF WAR, THE FILM’S THEME MUSIC TRUMPETED A MASS OF IRAQI SOLDIERS AS
THEY MARCHED UNDERNEATH THE VICTORY ARCH FOR IRAQI TV CAMERAS.

The Committee for Removing Symbols of the Saddam Era began to dismantle
the Arch in early 2007. Demolition was halted, however, after US-led coalition
troops were seen taking Iranian helmets and fragments as souvenirs. It was
further determined that the destruction of this symbol might exacerbate the
rift between Shia and Sunni. The monument, still standing, remains a popular
backdrop for snapshots of US soldiers, as in this photo of Master Sergeant
Joseph Slaughter.

Sgt. Slaughter was a popular World Wrestling Federation character in
the 1980s. Portrayed by Robert Remus, he represented a patriotic US Marine
drill sergeant. In 1985 his persona was made into a 3¾-inch G.I. Joe
action figure, a classic line of toys revamped to capitalize on the wildly
successful Star Wars figurines produced at the same scale.

In 1990, amid the buildup of coalition forces against Saddam Hussein,
Sgt. Slaughter turned heel against the US to become an Iraqi sympathizer.
He teamed up with an Iraqi manager, General Adnan, and a new tag-team
partner, Colonel Mustafa. Decked out in Iraqi military garb, the three
wrestled as the Triangle of Terror and took on Hulk Hogan and the Ultimate
Warrior. But the Hulk prevailed—in front of flag-waving fans, in a
stadium decked out in patriotic banners. With the end of the first Gulf War,
Slaughter abandoned the General and the Colonel, and returned to his
pro-American persona.

Colonel Mustafa was played by Hossein Khosrow Ali Vaziri, an Iranian who
wrestled from 1983-87 as the Iron Sheik. Capitalizing on real-life political
situations like the Iran Hostage Crisis and the resultant American animosity,
he’d often arrive in the ring waving an Iranian flag customized with Ayatollah Khomeini’s portrait. Throughout the 1980s the Iron Sheik was engaged in a
long-standing feud with his future partner, Sgt. Slaughter. As American forces
readied for war in the Persian Gulf, the patriotic hero turned into a villain
and the Iranian was recycled as an Iraqi.

General Adnan too adopted many personas over the years. In the late 1950s an
American organization recruited Adnan Alkaissy, a successful Baghdadi wrestler, for a football scholarship at the University of Houston. In Texas Adnan
wrestled without a stage name, only to learn that matches were fixed and
better storylines meant better attendance. At Portland State University, told
he looked Native American, he became Chief Billy White Wolf. In the late 1960s
in London he was reinvented as The Sheikh, an eccentric, sword-wielding Arabian oil tycoon, complete with an entourage of belly dancers.

In 1969, on a visit home, Adnan was summoned to meet Saddam Hussein. The Vice
President told Adnan of his desire to see him bring wrestling to Iraq. Adnan
declined. “We are not asking you to do this,” replied Saddam. “We are expecting you to do this as your duty.” Adnan promptly began promoting the sport
across the country. He arranged for world-famous wrestlers to visit Baghdad
and fight him in front of stadium crowds. In 1971 Andre the Giant arrived, a
7’4”, 500-pound French wrestler—a man so big and powerful one did not ask him
to lose.

At the match, Saddam approached the ropes. “Be victorious,” he whispered to
Adnan, revealing a solid gold pistol. “If he hurts you in any way, I will put
every bullet in his fat head and send him back to France in a pine box.” As they
wrestled, Adnan told Andre that winning would cost him his life. Andre lost.
Through such exploits, Adnan grew increasingly popular across Iraq—
and Saddam grew jealous. Knowing how the Vice President treated rivals,
Adnan crossed into Kuwait and left Iraq for good. He arrived back in the
US in the mid-70s, and Chief Billy White Wolf was reborn.

in our next episode...

a mysterious new client offers Gerald bull the chance to realize his dream
of building the biggest gun in the world. but as he works, threats are made on
his life. his new employer gives him a gold-plated gun to defend himself.
will dr. bull succeed?

and with the Iran-Iraq war over, will saddam
hussein achieve his new goal—to lead the Arab
world into space?

To be continued...
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